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During a December 12th meeting at the American Academy of Nursing’s Washington, D.C. offices we discussed the concept of a research project that might be mutually beneficial to our respective organizations.
To review:

· In 1995, Evercare initially developed a database that would allow collection, analysis and reporting on issues salient to practice for Nurse Practitioners.

· The patient-care oriented data base was also seen to facilitate sharing of information regarding patients’ status and care services received and or needed.

· Additional data (e.g. benefits utilization) utilizing other tools was also collected and will soon to be an integrated into one – seamless system. 

· The database represents over 32,000 clients who live in multiple levels of care settings and up to 1500 long term care institutions spread over 30 different states.  (Any territories?)

· To date three nurse-authored articles, utilizing this database  for their research, have been published; including one in JAGS.
· Further investigation that demonstrates (1) the impact of nursing on the care of older adults (2) the financial impact of nursing providing care for this segment of the population is desired (3) and policy implications is desired. 

· Anyone utilizing this data base must adhere to HIPPA guidelines.

The Building Academic Geriatric Nursing Capacity (BAGNC) Program and the American Academy of Nursing (AAN) is interested in pursuing a research project utilizing the Evercare database, however neither BAGNC nor the AAN can sponsor a large research project.  This would need to originate with an independent research.  

The next steps include:
· Identify AAN Fellows who are expert in this area; who are familiar with the BAGNC program; and who may be interested in serving as leadership in this endeavor.

· Four Fellows were identified during the call: Susan Reinhard (Chair of AAN Expert Panel on Aging), Elizabeth Madigan, Eileen Sullivan-Marx and Heather Young.

· Contact identified Fellows, provide background information and determine their level of interest.

· Research project must include person with financial expertise.
· Planning grant would be needed to fully develop research project.
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